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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Opening Worship:                                         Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee - #45 

Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, 
Op'ning to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
Drive the dark of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
Fill us with the light of day! 

All Thy works with joy surround Thee, 
Earth and heav'n reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, 
Center of unbroken praise; 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
Flow'ry meadow, flashing sea, 
Singing bird and flowing fountain 
Call us to rejoice in Thee! 

Thou art giving and forgiving, 
Ever blessing, ever blest, 
Well-spring of the joy of living, 
Ocean-depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, 
All who live in love are Thine; 
Teach us how to love each other, 
Lift us to the joy divine. 

The Acclamation: 

Celebrant:    Is the Father with us?  
People:      He is. 
Celebrant:    Is Christ among us? 
People:         He is. 
Celebrant:    Is the Spirit here? 
People:         He is. 
Celebrant:    This is our God. 
People:         Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Celebrant:    We are his people. 
People:      We are redeemed.  

The Collect for Purity: 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

PRAYER NEEDS 

 Gathering Church: “that [we] may be filled with the knowledge 
of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to 
walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: 
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God.” (Colossians 1:9-10)   

 Persecuted Church: Pakistan 

Our Prayer Team would love to pray for you! Fill out a Prayer Card at the 
Welcome table or send a request to prayer@gatheringspartanburg.com. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Night of Prayer - Wednesday, Sept 9th, 6:30pm @ YMCA Chapel 

Linger for Lunch - Sunday, Sept 13th. We’ll have Hub City Chicken and 
cupcakes to celebrate Gathering's 8-year anniversary and the Myers' return 
following the service! 

Listening Prayer Course – Thursdays, Sept 17 - Nov 12, 6pm - 8:30pm 
via Zoom. The American Anglican Council’s Renew Ministry is offering 
teaching on approaches to hearing and recognizing God. The registration 
fee is $200. If you’re interested, funds are available to offset costs! Contact 
Erin at 803-497-7591 for more info. Sign up at the link in the calendar or 
Horizon!  

Ladies’ Book Club – Saturday, Sept 26th, 10 am @ Sally Hutsell's home. 
Discuss Redeeming Love by Francine Rivers over refreshments! RSVP to 
Sally by text at 209-505-1669. Address: 323 Autumn Glen Dr 
 

WELCOME!  

We’re so glad you’re here! If you haven’t yet, please take a moment to fill 
out a Connect Card and grab a mug at the Welcome table. 

Parents, nursery is available for children 4 and under at the main YMCA 
(first door on the right) at 9:45am. Children will be returned to the service 

before Communion. 
  

CHURCH CENTER APP 
Scan for ongoing event details on the full church calendar, to give, and to 

connect: 

 



Closing Song:                                             Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee - #45 

Verse 4: 
Mortals, join the mighty chorus, 
Which the morning stars began; 
Father love is reigning o’er us; 
Draws us through the Son of Man. 
Ever singing, march we onward, 
Victors in the midst of strife; 
Joyful music leads us sunward 
In the triumph song of life. 
 
The Dismissal: 

Deacon:      Alleluia, Alleluia. Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the  
    power of the Holy Spirit.  

People:      Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Worship in Song:                                      Christ Our Hope In Life And Death 

Verse 1: 
What is our hope in life and death? 
Christ alone, Christ alone. 
What is our only confidence? 
That our souls to Him belong. 
Who holds our days within His hand? 
What comes, apart from His command? 
And what will keep us to the end? 
The love of Christ, in which we stand. 

Chorus: 
O sing hallelujah! 
Our hope springs eternal; 
O sing hallelujah! 
Now and ever we confess 
Christ our hope in life and death. 

Verse 2: 
What truth can calm the troubled soul? 
God is good, God is good. 
Where is His grace and goodness known? 
In our great Redeemer’s blood. 
Who holds our faith when fears arise? 
Who stands above the stormy trial? 
Who sends the waves that bring us nigh 
Unto the shore, the rock of Christ? (Chorus) 

Verse 3: 
Unto the grave, what shall we sing? 
“Christ, He lives; Christ, He lives!” 
And what reward will heaven bring? 
Everlasting life with Him. 
There we will rise to meet the Lord, 
Then sin and death will be destroyed, 
And we will feast in endless joy, 
When Christ is ours forevermore. (Chorus 2x) 
 
The Goodness of Jesus 

Verse 1: 
Come you weary heart now to Jesus 
Come you anxious soul now and see 
There is perfect love and comfort in your tears 
Rest here in His wondrous peace 



Chorus: 
Oh the goodness, the goodness of Jesus 
Satisfied he is all that I need 
May it be, come what may, that I rest all my days 
In the Goodness of Jesus 

Verse 2: 
Come find what this world cannot offer 
Come and find your joy here complete 
Taste the living water, never thirst again 
Rest here in His wondrous peace (Chorus) 

Verse 3: 
Come and find your hope now in Jesus 
He is all he said he would be 
Grace is overflowing from the Savior’s heart 
Rest here in His wondrous peace (Chorus 2x) 
 
The Collect of the Day:   

O Lord God, grant your people grace to withstand the temptations of 
the world, the flesh, and the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to 
follow you, the only God; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

The Lessons:                              Psalm 16, Galatians 5:16-24, John 6:53-63 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God.                                                            
(all stand) 
Deacon:  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.   
People:  Glory to You, Lord Christ.   
Deacon:  The Gospel of the Lord.  
People:  Praise to You, Lord Christ.  

The Sermon                                                 

Response Song:                                                    Come Down, O Love Divine 

Come down, O Love divine, 
seek Thou this soul of mine, 
and visit it with Thine own ardor glowing; 
O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, 
and kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing. 

O let it freely burn, till earthly passions turn 
to dust and ashes in its heat consuming; 
And let Thy glorious light shine ever on my sight, 

Verse 2: 
Joy of the comfortless, light for the straying, 
Hope of the penitent, peace in our strife; 
Here speaks the Comforter, tenderly saying: 
“My yoke is easy, my burden is light.” 

Chorus: 
Come unto Jesus, 
Come unto Jesus. 
Lay down your burdens, He is enough; 
Come unto Jesus, rest in His love. 

Verse 3: 
Come taste the Bread of Life, broken for sinners; 
Drink from the cup of His promise made sure. 
Feast at His table as sons and as daughters; 
Grace overflowing is yours evermore. (Chorus) 

Verse 4: 
Come now and follow Him, this life forsaking; 
All that was gain, count as nothing but loss. 
Trade all this world for His kingdom unfading. 
Come unto Jesus, take up your cross; 
Come unto Jesus, take up your cross. 
Life everlasting He offers to us! (Chorus 2x) 
 
The Post Communion Prayer: (all stand) 

Heavenly Father, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious body and blood of your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living 
members of the body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal Kingdom.   

And now Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, 
to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever. 
Amen.   

Announcements 

The Blessing: 

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.  

 



Likewise, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and when he had given thanks, 
he gave it to them, saying, “Drink this, all of you; for this is my Blood of 
the New Covenant, which is shed for you, and for many, for the 
forgiveness of sins: Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.”  

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:   

Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again.  

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving, and we offer you these gifts.  

Sanctify them by your Word and Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body 
and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Sanctify us also, that we may worthily 
receive this holy sacrament, and be made one body with him, so that he 
may dwell in us and we in him. And bring us with all your saints into the 
fullness of your heavenly kingdom, where we shall see our Lord face to 
face.  

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in 
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, Almighty 
Father, now and forever. Amen.   

And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory for 
ever and ever. Amen.  

Celebrant:     Alleluia. Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed, once  
      for all upon the cross.  

People:        Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving.  

The Prayer Team would love to pray for you in the back during communion.   

Communion Song:                                                              Come Unto Jesus 

Verse 1: 
Come unto Jesus, all you who are weary; 
Come to the mercy seat, fervently kneel. 
Here bring your wounded hearts, broken and needy; 
Come unto Jesus, mighty to heal. 

and clothe me round, the while my path illuming. 

Let holy charity mine outward vesture be, 
and lowliness become mine inner clothing: 
true lowliness of heart, which takes the humbler part, 
and o'er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 

And so the yearning strong, 
with which the soul will long, 
shall far outpass the pow'r of human telling; 
no soul can guess its grace, till he become the place 
wherein the Holy Spirit makes His dwelling. 
 
The Nicene Creed: (all stand) 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed:  

We believe in one God,  
       the Father, the Almighty,  
       maker of heaven and earth,  
       of all that is, visible and invisible.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
       the only-begotten Son of God,  
       eternally begotten of the Father,  
       God from God, Light from Light,  
       true God from true God,  
      begotten, not made,  
      of one Being with the Father;  
      through him all things were made.  
      For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
      was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,  
      and was made man.  
      For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
      he suffered death and was buried. 
      On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;   
      he ascended into heaven  
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
      He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and        
      his kingdom will have no end.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
      who proceeds from the Father and the Son  
      who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,   
      who has spoken through the prophets.  
      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
      We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
      We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
      And the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 



The Prayers of the People:   

Reader:  Lord, in your mercy:  
People:  Hear our prayer.  
Reader:  Heavenly Father, grant these our prayers for Jesus Christ’s sake,  

our only Mediator and Advocate, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

The Confession and Absolution of Sin:   

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word and deed,  
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,  
have mercy on us and forgive us;  
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who in his great mercy has promised 
forgiveness of sins to all those who sincerely repent and with true faith turn 
to him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him:  

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Matthew 11:28  

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16  

The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15  

If anyone sins, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous. He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 
for the sins of the whole world. 1 John 2:1-2  

The Peace:  

Celebrant:     The Peace of the Lord be always with you.   
People:          And also with you.  

 

 

The Offertory: 

As we bring our gifts and offerings to the Lord, we remember the words of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who Himself said, “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.”  

Doxology: (all stand) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow.   
Praise Him all creatures here below.   
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts.   
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Holy Communion: 

Celebrant:     The Lord be with you.   
People:          And also with you.   
Celebrant:     Lift up your hearts.   
People:          We lift them up to the Lord.   
Celebrant:     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
People:          It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

It is right, our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give thanks to 
you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  

Through Jesus Christ our Lord; For he is your living Word from before 
time and for all ages; by him you created all things, and by him you make all 
things new. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name:  

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of power and might,   
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest. (x3)  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.   

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; 
and when we had sinned against you and become subject to evil and death, 
you, in your mercy, sent your only Son into the world for our salvation. By 
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary he became flesh and dwelt among us. 
In obedience to your will, he stretched out his arms upon the cross and 
offered himself once for all, that by his suffering and death we might be 
saved. By his resurrection he broke the bonds of death, trampling Hell and 
Satan under his feet. As our great high priest, he ascended to your right 
hand in glory, that we might come with confidence before the throne of 
grace. On the night that he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take, eat; this is my Body which is given for you: Do this in 
remembrance of me.”  


